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Editorial B U Z Z W O R D S  I N  S C I E N C E
Public discourse is strongly influenced by fashion, and
academic research is no exception to this rule. Topics
are broached in waves, which are then processed in
the media before being transferred back to the sphere
of scholarship, where rapid, clear and easily
communicable answers are expected. "Artificial
intelligence" and "empathy" are typical examples for
these waves of interest, which produce starkly
differing challenges. The interdisciplinary composition
of the CAS Research Foci allows differentiated
approaches to these complex issues. In the case of
"AI", highly varying perspectives can be gathered and
thoroughly examined, while the opposite process is
applied for the topic of empathy: the public perception
of the concept itself is the object of the group’s
investigation, and enables a concrete understanding of
the potent effect of this buzzword. 

Research Focus N E W  TO P I C S :  AI  A N D  EMPATHY
The topic of artificial intelligence is currently
dominating many debates, ranging from technology
transfer to the economy and labor market as well as
legal and philosophical questions of autonomy. This
highly interdisciplinary Research Focus Group has
identified certain aspects that allow a systematic
approach to this expansive field. 

9 November 2021, 7 p.m.
Prof. Michael I. Jordan, Ph.D.: On the Blending of
Machine Learning and Economics 

9 December 2021, 7 p.m.
Prof. Dr. Sami Haddadin, Prof. Dr. Gitta Kutyniok and
Eva Wolfangel: Next Generation AI

The buzzword empathy is also unusually dominant and
seemingly omnipresent in current public discourse,
both in political debates and in cultural critique. The
term itself, however, is not uncontroversial. This
Research Focus Group will undertake a careful
examination of this many-faceted concept.

Lecture Series ARTS  AND SKILLS  OF  EMPATHY
What role does "empathy" play for literature, theater,
music and philosophy? Theoreticians and practitioners,
including the theater studies scholar Doris Kolesch,
the author Hans Pleschinski, the philosopher Rae
Langton and the pianist Igor Levit, will discuss this
question.

Find the programme of the leture series here.

Research Groups T H E  F I G H T F O R  O U R  AT T E N T I O N
One of the most fundamental evolutionary
achievements of the human brain is the ability to filter
out superfluous information and hence to avoid
distraction. Considering the permanent over-
stimulation of today’s world, Hermann Müller and
Heinrich R. Liesefeld, along with their CAS Research
Group, will investigate how well these coping
mechanisms are still functioning.

The communication of scientific findings was under
particular scrutiny even before the Covid-19 crisis.
The Research Group led by the philosopher Ophelia
Deroy will meet the challenge of determining the
normative demands in this field. 

Researcher in
Residence

H Y B R I D  C O M M U N I C AT I O N
This winter semester, four LMU postdocs will present
and discuss their research in analog, digital and hybrid
formats, with international fellows also participating.
Gero Guttzeit is concerned with the invisible and its
cultural significance in literature. Nikolas Koch is
investigating the phenomenon of code-mixing in
multilingual children. Bettina Stepanek and Yves
Steinebach are examining national and international
administrative structures. In the course of this
research, Yves Steinebach is developing concepts for
the empirical ascertainment of administrative
structures in the field of environmental and climate
policy, while Bettina Stepanek is investigating the
functional requirements for legal protection in the
European Administration Association. 

8 March 2022
Workshop: The Literature of Invisibility

15 March 2022
Workshop: Sprachkontaktphänomene im
mehrsprachigen Erstspracherwerb: Methoden zur
Identifizierung sprachlicher Muster

24 and 25 March 2022
Workshop: Challenges of Judicial Control in the
Compound Administrative Structure of the European
Union

Young Center ( M A S S ) M E D I A
In the 19th and the early 20th century, theater was
still considered a mass medium. The way in which the
phenomenon of migration had a direct influence on
the development of theater is the subject of an
investigation by Young Center member Berenika
Szymanski-Düll. Theater migrants form the focus of
an international conference at the CAS. 

29 to 31 March 2022
Workshop: Theatre Migrants 1850–1918: Motivations,
Trajectories, Impacts

The so-called 'broadsheet' of the early modern period
provides insights into various aspects of life, ranging
from religion to the economy and politics. In an
interdisciplinary conference, Romana Kaske and
Susanne Reichlin will examine the role of trust and
mistrust in German publications.    

17 and 18 March 2022
Workshop: Seismographen des Vertrauens?
Positionsbestimmungen frühneuzeitlicher
Bildpublizistik

Showcase L AW  A N D  C O U RT
The 70th anniversary of the founding of the Federal
Constitutional Court provides an opportunity to hear
constitutional judge Peter M. Huber speak on the
subject of "Das Bundesverfassungsgericht und die
Staatsrechtslehre" (The Federal Constitutional Court
and Constitutional Doctrine). The relationship of the
most powerful German court to the political sphere is
often discussed, whereas the role of the court within
its own academic discipline of law is less frequently
addressed.

20 January 2022, 6.30 p.m.
CAS Showcase: Das Bundesverfassungsgericht und
die Staatsrechtslehre

Blog CAS IN  BLOGFORMAT
"Corresponding Fellow" Claudio Llanos Reyes provides
first-hand insight into the current political and
economic situation in Chile.

In the section "All about Art", the art historian and
curator Tatjana Schäfer explains the concept of the
exhibition "Ich strahle aus. 100 Jahre Joseph Beuys"
(I radiate. 100 years of Joseph Beuys), which was
located at and accompanied by CAS.  

Art at CAS ALEXANDRA HENDRIKOFF  AND THOMAS
SEBENING:  THE  NATURE  OF  L IV ING
MATTER
In this semester, two artists take starkly differing
approaches to their common subject: the nature of
living matter. While Alexandra Hendrikoff, in her
biomorphic sculptures, approaches nature in a playful
manner, mimetically adapting the structures of living
matter, Thomas Sebening abstracts the natural world
in a process of erasing. The great appeal of this
double exhibition lies in the quasi opposing methods
used by the two artists to capture the essence of
nature and the miracle of living matter.

28 October 2021, 7 p.m.
Livestream-Vernissage: Alexandra Hendrikoff und
Thomas Sebening – Die Natur des Lebendigen
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